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UPDATE 1-Second Russian pipe-laying vessel to join Nord Stream
2 as construction advances

By Vladimir Soldatkin, Oksana Kobzeva Ll

(Recasts, adds comment)
MOSCOW, March 4 (Reuters) - The consortium behind the Nord Stream 2 undersea gas pipeline said
on Thursday a second Russian pipe-laying vessel is undergoing sea trials ahead ofjoining the project,

as it presses on with construction despite growing political pressure.

The vessel, the Akademik Cherskiy, left the German port of Wismar on Thursday with the intention of

later joining the project in Danish waters, the consortium told Reuters.
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The stand-off has become more acute since last month’s imprisonment of Kremlin critic Alexei

Navalny, who claimed he was poisoned by the Russian government with a nerve agent in August.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has said the pipeline will be built and is beneficial both for Russia

and Europe.
“The pipelay vessel Akademik Cherskiy departed from the port of Wismar and transited in the
direction of Kaliningrad to undergo sea trials. Upon the sea trials completion, the vessel is planned to

start pipelay works in the Danish EEZ,” Nord Stream 2 said.

“Nord Stream 2 AG has submitted the relevant notification to the Danish Maritime Authority (DMA).

All works shall be performed in accordance with the available permits.”
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Separately, the DMA said it expects the construction works to be finished by the end of September.

Another Russian vessel, Fortuna, is currently laying pipes in Danish waters.

The pipeline is mostly complete, but as of early February about 120 km had yet to be laid in Danish

waters and almost 30 km in German waters.

Nord Stream 2 is designed to double the capacity of the existing undersea Nord Stream gas pipeline

from Russiato Germany to 110 billion cubic metres per year, equivalent to more than half of Russia’s

overall gas pipeline exports to Europe. (Reporting by Vladimir Soldatkin; Editing by David Goodman

and Jan Harvey)
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